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Leonora Carrington's 1976 novel, 'The Hearing Trumpet,' is a masterpiece
of surrealist literature that defies easy categorization. A blend of fantasy,
allegory, and autobiography, the novel follows the journey of Marian
Leatherby, an elderly woman who receives a mysterious hearing trumpet
that grants her the ability to hear the thoughts of others. Through her
extraordinary adventure, Carrington explores themes of aging, identity, and
female experience, challenging societal norms and inviting readers to
question the very nature of reality.

A Surrealist Masterpiece

Surrealism, an artistic and literary movement that emerged in the early 20th
century, sought to liberate the subconscious mind and explore the irrational
and dreamlike realms of human experience. Leonora Carrington, one of the
leading surrealist artists of her time, infused 'The Hearing Trumpet' with the
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movement's signature elements. The novel is filled with fantastical imagery,
jarring juxtapositions, and dreamlike sequences that blur the lines between
reality and imagination.

One of the most striking surrealist elements in 'The Hearing Trumpet' is the
titular hearing trumpet itself. This mysterious object, given to Marian by a
wise old woman, becomes a portal into a world of hidden thoughts and
unspoken truths. Through the trumpet, Marian hears the inner voices of her
fellow residents at the nursing home, revealing their secret desires, fears,
and unspoken traumas.

Marian Leatherby: A Complex and Unforgettable Protagonist

Marian Leatherby, the protagonist of 'The Hearing Trumpet,' is a complex
and unforgettable character. As an elderly woman confined to a nursing
home, she initially appears frail and vulnerable. However, as she begins to
explore the hidden world revealed by the hearing trumpet, Marian's true
strength and resilience emerge.

Marian is a keen observer of the world around her, and her sharp wit and
wry humor provide a unique perspective on the absurdities of human
behavior. Through her experiences, she challenges the societal
expectations placed upon older women and asserts her own agency and
autonomy.

A Feminist Exploration of Aging and Identity

'The Hearing Trumpet' is also a powerful feminist exploration of aging and
female experience. Marian's journey through the nursing home exposes the
ways in which society devalues older women and seeks to erase their



voices. The novel celebrates the resilience and wisdom of older women,
challenging the stereotypes that often define them.

Carrington also explores the complex relationship between aging and
identity. As Marian's body weakens, her mind becomes more vibrant and
imaginative. She embraces her own transformation, finding liberation and
empowerment in the fluidity of her identity.

A Unique Narrative Structure

The narrative structure of 'The Hearing Trumpet' is as unconventional as its
content. The novel is divided into three parts, each with its own distinct tone
and perspective. The first part, "The Overhearing," introduces Marian and
her journey with the hearing trumpet. The second part, "The Unseen
Guests," delves into the hidden world revealed by the trumpet, as Marian
explores the subconscious minds of those around her. The third part, "The
Black Tower," takes on a more allegorical and dreamlike quality, as Marian
confronts her own mortality and the nature of reality.

This fragmented and nonlinear structure reflects the surrealist fascination
with the subconscious mind and the fluidity of time and space. It allows
Carrington to explore multiple perspectives and realities, creating a rich and
immersive reading experience.

A Lasting Legacy

Since its publication in 1976, 'The Hearing Trumpet' has garnered
widespread critical acclaim and has become a staple of surrealist literature.
Its unique blend of fantasy, allegory, and social commentary has resonated
with readers around the world, inspiring new interpretations and sparking
countless conversations about aging, identity, and the nature of reality.



Leonora Carrington's 'The Hearing Trumpet' remains a groundbreaking
work that continues to challenge and inspire readers today. Its surrealist
imagery, unforgettable protagonist, and feminist exploration of aging make
it an enduring masterpiece of 20th-century literature.

Further Reading:

The Hearing Trumpet - Leonora Carrington

The Hearing Trumpet - New York Review Books

The Hearing Trumpet - Tate

The Hearing Trumpet: Leonora Carrington's surreal masterpiece - The
Guardian
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