
The Changeling Revised Edition: A
Masterpiece of Gothic Drama
"The Changeling" is a haunting and powerful tragedy by one of the greatest
playwrights of the English Renaissance, Thomas Middleton. First
performed in 1622, the play has captivated audiences for centuries with its
exploration of dark themes such as madness, revenge, and the
supernatural. In 1994, the play was revised and updated by Jonathan Bate
and published in the New Mermaids series. This revised edition has
become a cornerstone of modern productions of "The Changeling," offering
a fresh and accessible adaptation of the original text.

Setting and Characters

"The Changeling" is set in the fictional city of Alicant, Spain, during the 17th
century. The play revolves around the complex and intertwined lives of
several characters:
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* Beatrice-Joanna, a refined and intelligent young woman, is the titular
changeling. She is forced to marry Alsemero against her will. * Alsemero, a
wealthy and honorable nobleman, is Beatrice's betrothed but falls deeply in
love with her. * De Flores, a sinister servant, is obsessed with Beatrice and
plots to separate her from Alsemero. * Jasperino, Beatrice's brother, is a
violent and vengeful man who seeks revenge for his sister's forced
marriage. * Antonio, a foolish and incompetent doctor, is hired by De Flores
to help him execute his sinister plans.

Plot Summary

The play opens with the forced marriage of Beatrice and Alsemero.
Beatrice, heartbroken and bitter, vows to find a way to be with her true love,
Alonzo de Piracquo. De Flores, who is secretly in love with Beatrice, offers
to help her escape. However, his true intentions are far more sinister. De
Flores murders Alonzo and frames Beatrice for the crime.

Beatrice, distraught over Alonzo's death and falsely accused of his murder,
flees to a madhouse. De Flores continues to pursue her and eventually
reveals his sinister plot to her. Beatrice, driven to madness by grief and
betrayal, murders De Flores and is subsequently executed for his murder.

Themes

The Supernatural

"The Changeling" is deeply imbued with the supernatural. The play's setting
in a madhouse and its exploration of themes such as madness and
possession create an eerie and unsettling atmosphere. The character of De
Flores, with his sinister motives and seemingly supernatural powers,



embodies the dark and malevolent forces that lurk beneath the surface of
society.

Madness

Madness is a central theme in "The Changeling." Beatrice's descent into
madness after Alonzo's murder and her wrongful accusations are a
powerful exploration of the psychological consequences of trauma and
betrayal. The play also suggests that madness can be a form of resistance
against the oppressive forces of society.

Revenge

The theme of revenge is closely intertwined with the play's exploration of
madness. Jasperino's desire for revenge for his sister's forced marriage
drives him to commit increasingly violent and destructive acts. The play
ultimately questions the morality of revenge and its corrosive effects on the
human soul.

Literary Analysis

Language and Style

Middleton's language in "The Changeling" is rich, poetic, and often highly
charged with emotion. The play's dialogue is characterized by its wit, irony,
and psychological depth. The use of blank verse and prose in different
scenes creates a varied and dynamic texture.

Characters

The characters in "The Changeling" are complex and morally ambiguous.
Beatrice is a tragic figure, torn between her love for Alonzo and her duty to
society. Alsemero, despite his initial goodness, becomes complicit in the



play's violence and darkness. De Flores is a master manipulator and a
symbol of the evil that can lurk within the human heart.

Themes

The play's exploration of dark and challenging themes sets it apart from
many other tragedies of the period. Middleton delves into the depths of
human nature, revealing the complexities of love, betrayal, madness, and
revenge. The play's themes are still relevant today, making it a powerful
and enduring work of art.

The New Mermaids Edition

The New Mermaids edition of "The Changeling" is a fully revised and
updated adaptation of the original text. The edition features:

* A modern spelling and punctuation to make the text more accessible to
contemporary readers. * Detailed notes and commentary providing
historical and literary context. * A comprehensive discussing the play's
history, themes, and characters.

The New Mermaids edition has become the definitive text for modern
productions of "The Changeling." It has been used by numerous theaters,
including the Royal Shakespeare Company, and has received critical
acclaim for its clarity, accuracy, and accessibility.

"The Changeling Revised Edition" is a masterpiece of Gothic drama that
continues to captivate and disturb audiences today. Its exploration of dark
themes, complex characters, and haunting language make it one of the
most powerful and enduring plays of the English Renaissance. The New
Mermaids edition provides a fresh and accessible adaptation of the original



text, making it an essential resource for scholars, students, and theater
professionals alike.
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