The American Senate: An Insider History

The United States Senate is the upper house of the United States
Congress. It is composed of 100 senators, two from each of the 50 states.
The Senate is responsible for advising and consenting to the president on
treaties and appointments, and for trying impeachments. It also has the
power to confirm or reject presidential nominees for cabinet positions and
other high-level government posts.
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The Senate is a powerful and influential body, and its members play a
significant role in shaping American policy. In recent years, the Senate has
become increasingly partisan, with Republicans and Democrats often
divided on major issues. This has led to gridlock and inaction on a number
of important issues, including gun control, climate change, and immigration.

Despite the challenges it faces, the Senate remains an essential part of the
American political system. It is a forum for debate and deliberation, and it
plays a vital role in the checks and balances that are fundamental to
American democracy.

History

The Senate was established by the Constitution of the United States in
1789. The Constitution gives the Senate the power to "advise and consent"
to the president on treaties and appointments, and to try impeachments.
The Senate also has the power to confirm or reject presidential nominees
for cabinet positions and other high-level government posts.

The Senate was originally designed to be a body of elder statesmen who
would provide sober second thought to the more passionate and impulsive
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House of Representatives. The Senate's first members were elected by
state legislatures, and they served for six-year terms.

Over the years, the Senate has undergone a number of changes. In 1795,
the Senate ratified the Eleventh Amendment to the Constitution, which
gave the Supreme Court the power to review state court decisions. In 1869,
the Senate ratified the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which
granted African Americans the right to vote. In 1913, the Senate ratified the
Seventeenth Amendment to the Constitution, which established the direct
election of senators by the people.

In the 20th century, the Senate played a major role in the passage of
landmark legislation such as the New Deal, the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Senate also played a key role in the
Watergate scandal that led to the resignation of President Richard Nixon.

In recent years, the Senate has become increasingly partisan, with
Republicans and Democrats often divided on major issues. This has led to
gridlock and inaction on a number of important issues, including gun
control, climate change, and immigration.

Membership

The Senate is composed of 100 senators, two from each of the 50 states.
Senators are elected for six-year terms, and they may be re-elected an
unlimited number of times.

To be eligible to serve in the Senate, a person must be at least 30 years
old, a natural-born citizen of the United States, and a resident of the state
they represent.



The Senate is divided into three classes, with one-third of the senators
being elected every two years. This system ensures that the Senate is
always composed of a mix of experienced and new members.

Powers

The Senate has a number of important powers, including the power to:

* Advise and consent to the president on treaties and appointments * Try
impeachments * Confirm or reject presidential nominees for cabinet
positions and other high-level government posts * Pass legislation *
Declare war * Raise and support armies * Provide and maintain a navy *
Regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the several states *
Coin money and regulate its value * Fix the standard of weights and
measures * Establish post offices and post roads * Promote the progress of
science and the useful arts * Secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity

The Senate is a powerful and influential body, and its members play a
significant role in shaping American policy.

Procedure

The Senate conducts its business according to a set of rules and
procedures. The Senate meets in the United States Capitol Building in
Washington, D.C. The Senate is presided over by the Vice President of the
United States, who is also the President of the Senate.

The Senate considers legislation that has been passed by the House of
Representatives. The Senate may amend legislation, and it may also reject
legislation. If the Senate passes legislation, it is sent to the President for his



signature. The President may sign the legislation into law, or he may veto
the legislation. If the President vetoes the legislation, it may be overridden
by a two-thirds vote of both the Senate and the House of Representatives.

The Senate also considers treaties that have been negotiated by the
President. The Senate may ratify treaties, and it may also reject treaties. If
the Senate ratifies a treaty, it becomes binding on the United States.

The Senate also has the power to try impeachments. Impeachment is the
process by which a president or other high-level government official is
removed from office for misconduct. The House of Representatives
impeaches an official by a majority vote. The Senate then tries the official
and may remove the official from office by a two-thirds vote.

The Senate is a complex and powerful body, and its procedures are
designed to ensure that the Senate conducts its business in a fair and
orderly manner.

Challenges

The Senate faces a number of challenges, including the increasing
partisanship of its members, the gridlock that has prevented the Senate
from taking action on important issues, and the growing influence of special
interests.

Partisanship has become a major problem in the Senate in recent years.
Republicans and Democrats are often divided on major issues, and this
has led to gridlock and inaction. In recent years, the Senate has been
unable to pass major legislation on issues such as gun control, climate
change, and immigration.



Gridlock is a major problem in the Senate because it prevents the Senate
from taking action on important issues. In recent years, the Senate has
been unable to pass major legislation on issues such as gun control,
climate change, and immigration. This gridlock has frustrated many
Americans and has led to a decline in public confidence in the Senate.

Special interests also have a growing influence over the Senate. Special
interests are groups that seek to influence government policy in their favor.
Special interests often spend large sums of money on lobbying efforts and
campaign contributions. This influence can lead to legislation that favors
special interests over the public good.

The Senate faces a number of challenges, but it remains an essential part
of the American political system. The Senate is a forum for debate and
deliberation, and it plays a vital role in the checks and balances that are
fundamental to American democracy.

The Senate is a complex and powerful body, and it plays a significant role
in shaping American policy. The Senate faces a number of challenges, but
it remains an essential part of the American political system. The Senate is
a forum for debate and deliberation, and it plays a vital role in the checks
and balances that are fundamental to American democracy.
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