Strip Paper Pieced Medallion Quilt: A
Comprehensive Guide to Crafting Stunning
Masterpieces

Welcome to the captivating realm of strip paper pieced medallion quilts.
These exquisite creations, characterized by their intricate circular designs
and vibrant colors, have captivated quilters for centuries. In this
comprehensive guide, we will embark on a journey to explore the art of
strip paper pieced medallion quilts, providing you with everything you need
to know to create stunning masterpieces of your own.
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Chapter 1: Materials and Tools

Essential Supplies:
= Fabric strips in various colors and patterns

= Paper foundation piecing paper
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= Ruler

= Rotary cutter

= Cutting mat

= Glue stick

= Sewing machine

= Thread

Optional Tools:
= Paper piecing templates
= Light box

=  Sewing machine presser foot specifically designed for paper piecing

Chapter 2: Choosing a Medallion Pattern

The medallion, the central focal point of the quilt, sets the tone for the entire
design. Here are some factors to consider when selecting a pattern:

= Size and shape: Determine the desired size of your quilt and choose
a medallion pattern that complements it. Consider the overall shape as
well, such as round, oval, or square.

=  Complexity: Choose a pattern that aligns with your skill level.
Beginner-friendly patterns typically feature simpler designs with fewer
pieces, while advanced patterns may require more intricate piecing.

= Color scheme: Select a medallion pattern that showcases your
desired color palette. Consider the fabrics you have on hand or plan to
purchase.



Chapter 3: Paper Piecing Basics

Paper piecing is the technique used to create the medallion. It involves

carefully gluing fabric strips onto a paper foundation, then sewing along the

edges to secure them.

Instructions:

1.

Prepare the paper foundation: Cut a piece of paper foundation
piecing paper to the desired size of your medallion.

Glue the fabric strips: Apply glue to the edges of the paper
foundation and carefully place the fabric strips along the marked lines.

Sew the strips: Sew along the edges of the fabric strips, securing
them to the paper foundation. Use a small stitch length and be sure to
catch all layers of fabric.

Remove the paper: Once all the sirips are sewn, gently tear away the
paper foundation.

Chapter 4: Assembling the Medallion

Once the medallion is paper pieced, it's time to assemble it. This involves

carefully joining the medallion pieces together using a variety of

techniques.

Methods:

Chain piecing: Sew the medallion pieces together in a continuous
chain, then join the ends to form a circle.

Y-seams: Create Y-shaped seams by sewing two medallion pieces
together at their edges, then trimming the excess fabric.



= Quarter-square triangles: Use quarter-square triangles to join
medallion pieces that meet at 90-degree angles.

Chapter 5: Designing the Quilt Top

With the medallion complete, it's time to design the quilt top. This involves
arranging the medallion with other quilt blocks, borders, and sashing to
create the desired overall look.

Tips:

= Balance: Ensure the medallion is visually balanced with the
surrounding blocks and borders.

= Color and contrast: Use contrasting colors and values to highlight the
medallion and create visual interest.

=  Framing: Use sashing or borders to frame the medallion and add
depth to the quilt top.

Chapter 6: Quilting and Finishing

Once the quilt top is complete, it's time to quilt and finish it. This involves
adding layers of batting and backing fabric, then quilting the layers
together.

Steps:

1. Basting: Lay the quilt top on the batting and backing fabric, then baste
the layers together.

2. Quilting: Quilt the layers together using your preferred quilting
technique, such as hand quilting, machine quilting, or tying.



3. Binding: Cut strips of fabric for the binding and sew them around the
edges of the quilt to finish it.

Chapter 7: Inspiration and Ideas

To inspire your creativity, here are some stunning strip paper pieced
medallion quilts from around the web:
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Creating strip paper pieced medallion quilts is an art form that combines
precision and creativity. By following the steps outlined in this guide, you
can create stunning medallion quilts that will become cherished family
heirlooms. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced quilter, the world
of strip paper piecing is full of possibilities. So grab your fabric, some paper,
and let your creativity soar!
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