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The legend of the She-Wolf has its roots in the ancient history of Rome,
dating back to the 8th century BC. According to Roman mythology, the twin
brothers Romulus and Remus were abandoned as infants on the banks of
the Tiber River. A benevolent She-Wolf discovered them and suckled them,
nurturing and protecting the future founders of Rome.

The Capitoline Wolf, the iconic bronze statue that embodies this legend,
was discovered in the 15th century and is currently housed in the Musei
Capitolini in Rome. Its masterful craftsmanship and enduring symbolism
have made it one of the most recognizable representations of ancient
Roman art and a timeless emblem of the city.
Mythological Significance

In Roman mythology, the She-Wolf held a multifaceted symbolic
significance. It represented:

Fertility and Protection: As a nursing mother, the She-Wolf embodied
the nurturing and protective aspects of the feminine divine.

Strength and Resilience: The wolf's fierce nature was associated
with the strength and determination of the Roman people.

Connection to the Gods: The She-Wolf was believed to be a
messenger from the gods, guiding and protecting Rome's destiny.
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Influence on Roman History

The She-Wolf legend had a profound impact on Roman history and culture:

Foundation of Rome: According to tradition, Romulus founded Rome
on the Palatine Hill, where the She-Wolf had suckled him and his
brother. The city's origin story was thus intertwined with the iconic
animal.

Military Symbol: The She-Wolf was adopted as a symbol of Roman
military legions, inspiring courage and determination in battle.

Civic Pride: The Capitoline Wolf became a focal point of civic pride
and patriotism for the citizens of Rome.

Enduring Legacy

The legend of the She-Wolf has endured throughout the centuries,
continuing to inspire and captivate:

Art and Literature: The She-Wolf has been depicted in countless
works of art, from ancient sculptures to Renaissance paintings and
modern literature.

Popular Culture: The symbol of the She-Wolf has found its way into
popular culture, appearing in film, television, and video games.

Tourism: The Capitoline Wolf remains a major tourist attraction in
Rome, attracting visitors eager to witness the enduring legacy of this
iconic symbol.

The legend of the She-Wolf is a timeless tale that embodies the spirit and
history of Rome. It is a story of nurture and resilience, of divine connection



and civic pride. Through its enduring legacy, the She-Wolf continues to be a
beloved symbol of the Eternal City, reminding us of its rich mythological
heritage and the enduring power of human imagination.
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