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Tibor Machan (1939-2016) was a renowned libertarian philosopher who
wrote extensively on the concepts of liberty and equality. He argued that
liberty is the foundation of a just society and that equality should be
understood in terms of equal rights and opportunities.
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Machan's philosophy is based on the idea that all individuals have a natural
right to self-ownership. This means that each individual has the right to
control their own body, mind, and property. No one else has the right to
interfere with this right without the individual's consent.

Machan argued that liberty is essential for human flourishing. It is only
when individuals are free to make their own choices that they can develop
their potential and live meaningful lives. Equality, on the other hand, is not a
natural right. It is a social construct that can only be achieved through
government intervention.

Machan believed that government intervention in the economy is a violation
of individual liberty. He argued that the free market is the best way to
allocate resources and create wealth. Government intervention only distorts
the market and leads to economic problems.

Machan's philosophy has been influential in the development of
libertarianism. Libertarianism is a political philosophy that emphasizes
individual liberty and free markets. Libertarians believe that the government
should play a minimal role in society and that individuals should be free to
make their own choices.

Machan's work has also been influential in the development of the human
rights movement. Human rights are the fundamental rights and freedoms
that all human beings are entitled to. Machan argued that liberty is the most
important of all human rights and that it is essential for the protection of all
other rights.

Tibor Machan was a brilliant philosopher who made significant contributions
to the understanding of liberty and equality. His work continues to inspire



and challenge people around the world.

Machan's Arguments for Liberty

Machan argued that liberty is essential for human flourishing for several
reasons.

Liberty allows individuals to make their own choices. This is
important because it allows individuals to develop their own unique
talents and abilities. It also allows individuals to live their lives in
accordance with their own values and beliefs.

Liberty promotes economic prosperity. When individuals are free to
make their own economic choices, they are more likely to be
successful. This is because they are able to invest in their own
businesses and pursue their own economic interests.

Liberty protects individual rights. When individuals are free from
government interference, they are more likely to be able to exercise
their rights. This includes the right to free speech, the right to worship
freely, and the right to bear arms.

Machan's Arguments Against Equality

Machan argued that equality is not a natural right and that it is not possible
to achieve perfect equality in society.

Equality is not a natural right. Machan argued that there is no such
thing as a "right to equality." All individuals are unique and have
different talents and abilities. It is therefore impossible to treat
everyone equally.



Equality is impossible to achieve. Even if it were possible to create
a perfectly equal society, it would not be sustainable. This is because
individuals would always find ways to compete with each other for
resources and status.

Equality is undesirable. Machan argued that equality is undesirable
because it stifles individual creativity and innovation. It also leads to a
loss of freedom, as individuals are forced to conform to the standards
of the group.

Machan's Legacy

Tibor Machan was a prolific writer and lecturer who had a profound impact
on the development of libertarianism and the human rights movement. His
work continues to inspire and challenge people around the world.

Machan's legacy is one of liberty and equality. He believed that all
individuals are entitled to liberty and that equality should be understood in
terms of equal rights and opportunities. He also believed that the free
market is the best way to allocate resources and create wealth.

Machan's work has had a lasting impact on the world. He is considered one
of the most important libertarian philosophers of the 20th century. His work
has also been influential in the development of the human rights
movement.

Tibor Machan was a brilliant philosopher who made significant contributions
to the understanding of liberty and equality. His work continues to inspire
and challenge people around the world.
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