Infections of the Cornea and Conjunctiva

The cornea is the clear, dome-shaped structure at the front of the eye that
covers the pupil and iris. The conjunctiva is the thin, transparent membrane
that lines the eyelid and covers the white of the eye.
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Infections of the cornea and conjunctiva are common eye conditions. They
can be caused by bacteria, viruses, fungi, or parasites.

Symptoms of Corneal and Conjunctival Infections

The symptoms of corneal and conjunctival infections can vary depending
on the type of infection.

Common symptoms include:

= Redness and swelling of the eye

= Pain and sensitivity to light
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= Tearing
= Blurred vision

= Discharge from the eye

Diagnosis of Corneal and Conjunctival Infections

Your doctor will diagnose a corneal or conjunctival infection based on your
symptoms and a physical examination of your eye.

Your doctor may also order tests to confirm the diagnosis, such as:

= A culture of the discharge from your eye

= A biopsy of the cornea

Treatment of Corneal and Conjunctival Infections

The treatment for a corneal or conjunctival infection will depend on the type
of infection.

Bacterial infections are typically treated with antibiotic eye drops or
ointments.

Viral infections are typically treated with antiviral eye drops or ointments.

Fungal infections are typically treated with antifungal eye drops or
ointments.

Parasitic infections are typically treated with antiparasitic eye drops or
ointments.



In some cases, your doctor may need to perform surgery to treat a corneal
or conjunctival infection.

Prevention of Corneal and Conjunctival Infections

There are a number of things you can do to help prevent corneal and
conjunctival infections, such as:

=  Wash your hands frequently.

= Avoid touching your eyes with your hands.

=  Wear sunglasses when you are outdoors.

= Do not share eye makeup or personal hygiene items with others.

= See your doctor if you have any symptoms of a corneal or conjunctival

infection.

Infections of the cornea and conjunctiva are common eye conditions. They
can be caused by a variety of microorganisms, and the symptoms can vary
depending on the type of infection.

Treatment for corneal and conjunctival infections typically involves
antibiotic, antiviral, antifungal, or antiparasitic eye drops or ointments. In
some cases, surgery may be necessary.

By following the prevention tips listed above, you can help reduce your risk
of developing a corneal or conjunctival infection.
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