How Soldiers Were Made in the Past: An
Expanded and Annotated Account

The history of warfare is a long and bloody one, and the methods used to
train soldiers have evolved over time. In the past, soldiers were often
conscripted into service, and their training was often brutal and unforgiving.
However, as warfare became more sophisticated, so too did the training of

soldiers.
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In this article, we will explore the history of how soldiers were made in the
past, from the ancient world to the modern era. We will examine the
different methods used to train soldiers, as well as the weapons and
equipment they used.

Ancient Greece
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In ancient Greece, soldiers were typically trained in the phalanx formation,
a dense mass of infantrymen armed with spears. The phalanx was a
powerful formation, but it required a great deal of discipline and training to
execute effectively. Greek soldiers were also trained in the use of other
weapons, such as swords, bows and arrows, and javelins.

Figure 1: A phalanx of Greek soldiers

Ancient Rome
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The Roman army was one of the most successful and well-trained armies
in ancient history. Roman soldiers were trained in a variety of disciplines,
including close-order drill, weapons training, and marching. They were also
taught how to build fortifications and how to operate siege machines.
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Figure 2: A Roman legionary

The Middle Ages
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During the Middle Ages, soldiers were typically trained in the use of a
variety of weapons, including swords, lances, bows and arrows, and
crossbows. They were also trained in the art of horsemanship and in the
use of siege weapons. Knights were the elite soldiers of the Middle Ages,
and they received specialized training in the use of heavy armor and

weapons.
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Figure 3: A knight in full armor

The Renaissance

The Renaissance saw the development of new weapons and tactics, which
in turn led to changes in the way soldiers were trained. Gunpowder
weapons became increasingly common, and soldiers were trained in the
use of muskets and cannons. They were also trained in the art of
fortification and siege warfare.



Figure 4: A musketeer

The Age of Enlightenment

The Age of Enlightenment saw the rise of professional armies, and soldiers
were increasingly trained in the use of standardized weapons and tactics.
They were also trained in the art of discipline and obedience.
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Figure 5: A line of infantry

The Industrial Revolution

The Industrial Revolution led to the development of new weapons and
technologies, which in turn led to changes in the way soldiers were trained.
Soldiers were now trained in the use of machine guns, artillery, and other

new weapons. They were also trained in the art of trench warfare and
urban combat.
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Figure 6: A soldier in World War |

The Modern Era

In the modern era, soldiers are trained in a variety of disciplines, including
close-order drill, weapons training, and marching. They are also trained in
the art of survival, first aid, and combat tactics. Soldiers are also trained in
the use of a variety of weapons and equipment, including rifles, machine
guns, and armored vehicles.
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Figure 7: A modern soldier

The training of soldiers has evolved over time, but the goal has always
been the same: to create a force that is capable of winning wars. In the
past, soldiers were often conscripted into service, and their training was
often brutal and unforgiving. However, as warfare became more
sophisticated, so too did the training of soldiers. Today, soldiers are trained
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in a variety of disciplines, and they are equipped with the latest weapons
and equipment. They are a highly skilled and professional force, and they
are capable of defending their country from any threat.
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