Defying Dixie: The Radical Roots of the Civil
Rights Movement, 1919-1950

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s is often seen as a
sudden and spontaneous uprising of African Americans against centuries of
oppression. However, the roots of the Civil Rights Movement go back much
further, to the early decades of the 20th century. In the years after World
War |, a new generation of African American activists emerged, who were
more radical and militant than their predecessors. These activists were
inspired by the success of the Russian Revolution, the rise of black
nationalism, and the growing labor movement. They challenged the
prevailing white supremacy of the Jim Crow South, and they fought for
economic justice and voting rights.

One of the most important figures in the radical Civil Rights Movement was
W.E.B. Du Bois. Du Bois was a brilliant scholar, activist, and Pan-Africanist.
He argued that African Americans should embrace their African heritage
and fight for their own liberation. In 1919, Du Bois helped to found the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP),which became the leading organization in the fight for civil rights.

Another important figure in the radical Civil Rights Movement was Marcus
Garvey. Garvey was a Jamaican-born activist who preached black
nationalism. He argued that African Americans should return to Africa and
create their own independent nation. Garvey's message resonated with
many African Americans who were frustrated with the slow pace of
progress in the United States.
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In addition to Du Bois and Garvey, there were many other radical activists
who played a role in the Civil Rights Movement. These activists came from
all walks of life, including labor leaders, ministers, and students. They
organized protests, boycotts, and voter registration drives. They challenged
the white power structure in the South, and they helped to lay the
groundwork for the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.

The radical Civil Rights Movement was not without its critics. Some African
American leaders, such as Booker T. Washington, argued that it was more
important to focus on economic development than on political rights. White
supremacists, of course, were fiercely opposed to the radical Civil Rights
Movement. They used violence, intimidation, and economic reprisals to try
to suppress the movement.

Despite the challenges, the radical Civil Rights Movement made significant
progress in the years after World War |. African Americans won some
important victories, such as the right to vote in some southern states. They
also made progress in the areas of education, housing, and employment.
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The radical Civil Rights Movement laid the groundwork for the more
successful Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. The activists of
the 1920s and 1930s helped to raise awareness of the plight of African
Americans, and they built a network of organizations that could be used to
fight for civil rights. The radical Civil Rights Movement also helped to
inspire a new generation of activists, who were willing to take risks and fight
for justice.

The Defying Dixie project at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
is working to tell the story of the radical Civil Rights Movement. The project
is collecting oral histories, documents, and artifacts from this period. The
project is also working to create a website and traveling exhibit that will
share this story with a wider audience.

The Defying Dixie project is an important undertaking. It is helping to shed
light on a period of history that has been largely forgotten. The radical Civil
Rights Movement was a powerful force for change, and it played a vital role
in the struggle for civil rights in the United States.

The radical Civil Rights Movement of the 1920s and 1930s was a complex
and challenging period. The activists of this movement faced violence,
intimidation, and economic reprisals. But they also made significant
progress in the fight for civil rights. They helped to raise awareness of the
plight of African Americans, and they built a network of organizations that
could be used to fight for justice. The radical Civil Rights Movement laid the



groundwork for the more successful Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s
and 1960s.
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