
A Comprehensive Guide to UK Government
and Politics for Level Sixth
The United Kingdom's political system is a complex and fascinating one,
with a long and rich history. This guide will provide you with a
comprehensive overview of the UK's government and politics, from its
constitutional foundations to its current political landscape. We will explore
the institutions of government, the role of political parties, and the key
issues facing the UK today.

Constitutional Foundations

The UK's constitution is not a single document, but rather a collection of
laws, conventions, and precedents that have evolved over time. It does not
explicitly establish the separation of powers, and instead relies on a system
of checks and balances.
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The most important constitutional document is the Magna Carta, which was
signed in 1215. The Magna Carta established the principle that the king
was not above the law, and that he must respect the rights of his subjects.

Over time, the UK's constitution has been shaped by a series of important
legal cases, such as the Bill of Rights (1689) and the Act of Settlement
(1701). These cases established the supremacy of Parliament, and
guaranteed the rights of citizens.

Institutions of Government

The UK's government is divided into three branches: the executive, the
legislature, and the judiciary.

Executive Branch

The executive branch is responsible for carrying out the laws of the country.
It is headed by the Prime Minister, who is appointed by the monarch. The
Prime Minister then appoints other ministers to form the Cabinet.

The Cabinet is responsible for making policy and directing the
government's departments. The Prime Minister is the most powerful
member of the Cabinet, and has the final say on all important decisions.

Legislative Branch

The legislative branch is responsible for making laws. It is composed of the
House of Commons and the House of Lords.

The House of Commons is the more powerful chamber, and is elected by
the people. The House of Lords is composed of appointed members, and
has a less significant role in lawmaking.



Judicial Branch

The judicial branch is responsible for interpreting the laws of the country. It
is composed of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal, and the High
Court.

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the UK, and its decisions are
binding on all other courts. The Court of Appeal and the High Court are
responsible for hearing appeals from lower courts.

Political Parties

The UK has a multi-party system, with a number of political parties
competing for power. The two main parties are the Conservative Party and
the Labour Party.

The Conservative Party is a centre-right party that supports free markets
and limited government intervention. The Labour Party is a centre-left party
that supports social justice and economic equality.

Other political parties include the Liberal Democrats, the Scottish National
Party, and the Green Party. These parties have varying ideologies and
policies, and may form alliances with each other to achieve their goals.

Key Issues Facing the UK

The UK is currently facing a number of key issues, including:

Brexit: The UK's decision to leave the European Union has had a
significant impact on the country's politics and economy. The
government is currently negotiating a withdrawal agreement with the
EU, but it is unclear what the future holds for the UK.



Economic inequality: The UK has one of the highest levels of
economic inequality in the developed world. This has led to social and
political tensions, and has become a major issue for political parties to
address.

Climate change: The UK is committed to reducing its greenhouse gas
emissions and transitioning to a low-carbon economy. This is a major
challenge, but it is essential for the country to meet its international
obligations and protect the environment.

Devolution: The UK has devolved power to Scotland, Wales, and
Northern Ireland. This has given these regions a greater say in their
own affairs, but it has also raised questions about the future of the UK
as a united country.

The UK's political system is a complex and evolving one. This guide has
provided you with a comprehensive overview of the key institutions, issues,
and challenges facing the UK today.

As a Level Sixth student, it is important to stay informed about the political
landscape. By understanding the basics of the UK's government and
politics, you will be better prepared to participate in the political process
and contribute to the future of your country.

Additional Resources

UK Parliament

UK Government

BBC News: Politics

The Guardian: Politics



The Sun: Politics

Image Credits

UK Parliament: https://www.parliament.uk/about/how/the-house-of-
commons-chamber/

UK Government:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/cabinet-office
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